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   Danbury Grace Siren Lewis UMC 

This newsletter article is one to simply say thank you, to tell 
you that our family will miss you, and that God is still working 
for good in this community.  Thank you to the people of Dan-
bury, Grace, Siren, and Lewis United Methodist Churches and 
thank  you to God for these six years of ministry. Thank you 
for welcoming me and teaching me so much. You have all 
been there for many firsts in my ministry and family life. Thank 
you for your spirit of hospitality and the love you have for 
Katie, Mary Beth, and myself. I know that same warm wel-
come will be extended to Pastor Bridget, Pastor Kelly, and 
their families.  It can be hard to express in conversation how 
much this place and all of you mean to me and our family. I 
find God filling my heart with gratitude in a multitude of differ-
ent ways. Sometimes it’s a conversation that touches me or a 
personal connection. Another time where God spoke to me 
and filled my heart with gratitude was seeing the tree outside 
our parsonage bloom this month. I was really taken by the 
beauty of this place as memories flooded back. But this is both 
an opportunity to look back in gratitude as well as a time to 
look ahead at all that God has in store for us. I have grown as 
a pastor thanks to all of you, and God will open new possibili-
ties here with Pastor Bridget and Pastor Kelly. God says in 
Jeremiah 29:11 that through God we have plans to prosper, to 
have a hope and a future. I believe that was written in a specif-
ic time and a specific context but it rings true for us today as 
well. God is doing new things today. So as I prepare to move, 
my heart is full and I know that God has beautiful plans ahead. 
Thank you all!                                         Pastor Eddie                                                        

Pastor Eddie & Pastor Tom’s good-byes 

Getting to know the new Pastors 
1-3 

Danbury News 3 

Lewis News 3-4 

Siren News 4 

Grace News 4  

Everyone is invited to celebrate Pastor Tom’s retirement 

and Pastor Eddie’s move to Chippewa Falls.  We want to 

wish them both success in their next chapter in life. 
 

Place:  Back yard at Siren United Methodist Church 

Date:  Sunday, June 27th 

Time:  2:00PM to 4:00PM 

Refreshments:  Bottled water and Dilly Bars for a treat 
 In order to get an estimate on the Dilly Bar count, 

please call Hazel at 715-359-5236 or the office 715-866-
8646 or email: dangracesirenlewis4@gmail.com by 

June 10 if you plan to attend 
 

Please bring a chair (if you cannot bring one, we can take 

some from the Fellowship Hall). 
 

So let’s get together and give a great send-off to two won-

derful people that we will truly miss. 

CHATTING WITH PASTOR BRIDGET about her 

family, her call to ministry, her move to “The North 

Woods,” is like being immersed in enthusiasm.  Bridget’s 

family moved from Pennsylvania to Jackson, WI 16 years 

ago.  She has spent her adult life volunteering  in the Unit-

ed Methodist Church and has been an associate pastor for 

the past two years, “And now it’s time for me to live into 

my full call to ministry,” says this deeply-rooted person.  

It’s been a long call as over the years during which three 

pastors asked her this question:  “Have you thought about 

ministry?”  “I always laughed, but inside, I took them seri-

ously.”                                      (continued on page 2) 

Drive-Thru Communion June 2 

Siren & Danbury—4:30-5:00PM 

Grace & Lewis—5:15-5:45PM 

CONNECTING WITH PASTOR KELLY is easi-

er than one might think it would be.  She says, “I’ll call 

you at 4:30,” then apologizes for calling at 4:32.  By 

that time of day she has put in eight hours helping 

people sort out questions and issues related to their 

Social Security.  She has returned to her home and 

started dinner for her family:  her husband Keith, two 

grade-school-age children and a dog named Mocha.  

This is enough to tempt a retired person to start with 

the question, “And by the first week of July, you’ll also 

be the Associate Pastor of our four-point charge, even 

as you’re working toward becoming a Local Licensed 

Pastor? “  “Yes, I will !”  The next questions  just slip 

out:  “WHY?”  “HOW?”      

And thereby begins the tale of a young college student 

who attended worship at Faith UMC in Superior, 

where she witnessed, for the first time, a woman min-

ister! (The minister was Barbara Certa-Werner, who 
                                                      (continued on Page 2) 
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Home Away From Home 
email chgs. 

to:dangracesirenlewis4@gmail.com 
 
 

Traditions of Frederic  
Assisted Living 
107 E. Oak Street 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Eunice Tollander 
Frederic Nursing & Rehab 
205 United Way 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Roberta Sahr 
Golden Horizons 
1109 Lundorff Dr. 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
*Lillian Holmes 

Homebound 
Lois Willhard 
24357 Cranberry Marsh Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
Joanne Daniels 
7485 Burnikel Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
Gail Lane 
Golden Oaks Apts. #108 
104 3rd Ave. S., Frederic, WI 

(continued-Bridgit Case) 
    Living into God’s plan for Pastor Brid-

get will include some mighty branching 

out!  For the time being, Jeff will stay in 

Jackson where he works from home and 

travels to Chicago and Milwaukee (much 

shorter commutes from Jackson than 

from Webster, WI).  As their daughter 

takes a new college degree to “probably  

Madison,” and their son starts his first 

year at Marian College in Fond du Lac, 

Mom Bridget and her fluffy white 

(Momma’s) dog, Butters, will have moved 

North for the first time ever.  (No cul-

ture shock expected, she has often lived 

in or near a small town.)  “I’m always 

looking forward to the people, to helping 

them experience different things, and I 

tend to view challenges as helpful hurdles 

rather than as negatives, it’s all a matter 

of perspective.  Yes, ministry can be diffi-

cult, and ministry offers a huge opportuni-

ty.” 

     Some have called our soon-to-be Pas-

tor an Old Soul.  It might explain her 

good connections with older people and 

an enjoyment in relating to those she 

describes as “the wise and well-

seasoned.”  Yet, when asked about how 

she sees God at work in our world, Brid-

get expresses a great deal of hope in the 

younger generation, seeing them as living 

much different lives from ours, very in 

tune with rhythms of the earth and what 

is important in life, leaning somewhat 

toward less materialism, seeking authen-

tic relationships in church, which she 

identifies as very encouraging. 

     With dreams of using free time to 

explore, especially the Gandy Dancer and 

checking out Lake Superior, she looks 

forward to witnessing Jeff’s pursuit of fish 

in our area lakes and to getting to know 

the communities and their leaders—

police, fire fighters, library--meeting with 

other ministers, looking for opportunities 

for The Church. 

     “As for visioning,“ says she, “I’ll need 

to get to know the people; wait and learn 

about them and their ties, asking as I 

search, ‘Where do our Churches fit as 

God’s presence in their communities?  

How can we be even more’?” 

(continued-Kelly Isaacson) 

is now our District Superintendent--yet 

another story about how God works in 

people’s lives.)  In this story, however, 

Kelly became an active member of that 

church, never once aspiring to be a 

minister, never once listening to those 

who suggested she consider it.  She 

explains:  “Because I have cerebral pal-

sy, all I ever wanted was to be an advo-

cate for people with disabilities.  My 

own disability does not define me, but 

it is a part of me, and, with time, I came 

to see that I can be an advocate for all 

people; an advocate for Christ!  I have 

told God, “No,” for long enough.  It is 

time to give God my ‘Yes.’ I don’t 

know how I’ll do it, but I know that 

God will help me. 

     “I want to bring a new perspective 

of God, new ways to have a relation-

ship with God, find new ways in which 

four individual churches can grow and 

gain strength together—strength in 

Christ’s name. God is always at work in 

our world.  It is up to us to recognize 

that, turn the hard times over to God, 

be less independent, more in relation-

ship with Jesus and with others, bring 

the focus and the glory back to the 

God we love and serve.  I am excited!” 

      As a child in Poplar, WI, Kelly 

knew Superior as the “big City, where 

our Mother took us to shop.”  Now, 

for fun and reenergizing, she loves 

when she and her twin sister can get 

their total of five children together for 

playtime while the moms enjoy just 

being together.  To relax, Pastor Kelly 

might escape with a book, sit on a park 

bench and watch the water, or listen to 

music—quiet time away from long  

days on the phone.   

      We have been talking with Pastor 

Kelly, Energy personified!  The connec-

tion ends with her sharing something 

that she professes, “hangs in my head.”  

It’s a quote by Nicole Williams:  ‘When 

God has put a purpose on your life, God 

has already considered the million ways 

you will try to undo it.  It’s still going to 

happen.  Lean in and receive it.’ “       

Our website now will include 

our sermons at umc4pt.com, 

then click on Sermon Audio 

and listen. 

“Stop the Spread” is the effort 
continued by Polk and Burnett 
County Health departments with 
the various vaccine clinics they 
offer our communities.  
Pop up mobile clinics are now 
being conducted in various loca-
tions throughout our county. 
They currently offer the Moder-
na 2 dose vaccine or the one 
shot dose by Johnson and 
Johnson. No appointment is 
necessary, nor any insurance 
needed. The dates and loca-
tions are listed 
on burnettcounty.com website, 
under Health and Human ser-
vices, public health. You can 
also find dates and locations 
listed on the Burnett County 
Wisconsin Public Health Face-
book page.  
The more people that do be-
come fully vaccinated, the 
quicker we stop the virus and 
it’s variants from spreading. 
Please encourage all in your 
circle of family and friends to do 
their part and get vaccinated.  

http://burnettcounty.com/
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 Danbury News 
 

   “In the beginning was The Word” AND “All’s well 

that ends well.”  A beginning is the start of an ending; an 

ending means there was a start—we can’t have one with-

out the other except in God’s Kingdom, where God is and 

was and always shall be, and we’re invited along for the 

ride!  HERE, joy and anticipation will someday turn to sad-

ness and longing.  “Nothing lasts forever,” except for 

eternal life in the arms of our Loving Parent God.   

We’re at another crossroad, preparing goodbyes for two 

beloved Pastors, expecting to fall in love all over again, 

with two whom God has nudged our way.  We have 

memories to hang onto and cherish:  years of living in Ed-

die Crise’s brand new pastorate and living out these pre-

retirement  years with Pastor Tom Cook—our Journey 

has been wonderful.  We witnessed the very beginning as 

newly-weds Katie and Eddie moved in and lived into minis-

try together, giving freely of their leadership and gifts.  We 

were nourished as Pastor Tom fed us from a lifetime of 

pastoral experiences, and (we grew to expect his presence 

at as many church events as he could fit in).   

Together, we also received God’s grace for our mistakes.  

NOW, we can but express our gratitude:  Thank you 

for bringing a new life into our midst in the enchanting 

person of Mary Beth Crise; we would so love to meet her 

baby sibling this Summer!  Thank you, Tom, for never hes-

itating to hand over bits and pieces of a long and rich life-

time of ministry, we wish you could join us at future 

Church events!  We’ll miss you all in ways that are per-

sonal to each of us.  (In 102 years, DUMC has said simi-

lar goodbyes 33 times to full-time pastors and ten times to 

supply pastors!  It has never been easy.  Yet it has always 

led to more.)  Take our Love, carry your memories into 

new ministries, and let us proclaim together, one more 

time, “GOD IS GOOD, ALL THE TIME! ALL THE 

TIME, GOD IS GOOD!” 

AND SO WE CONTINUE:   We resumed In-Person Wor-

ship on May 2.  ADMIN COUNCIL MET MAY 20 on 

Zoom, AND WILL MEET AGAIN ON 6/24 at 9 a.m. Our 

sign will be updated with new pastors’ names; the new 

railings will be installed before 7/1; Church Basement La-

dies’ No Bake Sale is underway (checks can be made to 

DUMC and given to Linda Kulbeck); we’ll try to retrieve a 

sound system from a church-closing in LaSalle (our dona-

tion of $100 designated for their community or church 

needs).  Lots of discussion and a decision to meet monthly 

to give Pastors Bridget and Kelly more chances to get to 

know us.  “AMEN.” 

 4-Charge News 

Lewis News 
Lewis held an all church board meeting on Friday, May 7 at 
6:00pm.  Robert led the meeting.  LaVonne gave the prayer.  
Charles E Lewis Days were discussed.  More people signed up 
for work and to bring items for our food wagon.  Thank you.  Lew-
is UMC will be donating $100.00 for the ad for CELD.  More dis-
cussion will be made at the next meeting.  Our next board meet-

ing is Wednesday, May 26th at 7:00pm.   
 

The Lewis town meeting for CELD will be on Thursday, June 3 at 

4:30pm at Lewis church. 
 

We will be receiving the CELD buttons for sale the first part of 
June.  They will be $1.00.  The proceeds go to scholarships for 
Frederic and Siren school.  You can donate to the prizes by bring-
ing them to the church or taking them to Sundown.  There will be 
some cash prizes and about 200 smaller prizes.  PLEASE buy a 
button!! 

Thirty three (33) pounds or 38 items were donated to Frederic 
Family Pathways food shelf.  New hours will begin the first of 

June.  They are posted at the Lewis Church. 
 

Congratulations to Brian and Enid Johnson on their 50th wedding 
anniversary.  It will be honored on Saturday, June 12th from 1:00-
4:00pm at Coyland Creek.  We pray for many more anniversaries 

for this wonderful couple. 

Please pray for those in our church who are sick or in recovery.  
Pray for those we know or everyone in hospitals, care centers, 
senior centers, friends, and neighbors.  Pray for our world with all 

its problems.  God will listen and help us.  (continued on page 4) 

Birthdays:  6/3 Arne Enslin, 6/21 Lois Mueller, 6/22 Linda 

Hoyer, 6/28 Sharon Heckman.  Anniversaries:  6/5 Larry & 

Linda Hoyer, 6/6 Pastor Eddie & Katie, 6/28 David & Linda 

Hughes. 

A Note from Pastor Tom 
     One of the best parts of my day is prayer time, when I 
think of you...the members and friends of the four 
churches that have been my life for more than a decade.  
I often share my experience of moving from my first to 
my second appointment in ministry.  I felt depressed but 
just couldn't get hold of what was bothering me for a 
while.  Finally, it dawned on me that it was as if all my 
friends had died at the same time.  I learned that it was 
possible to make new friends while treasuring the friends 
who are in my life story.  I also realized that you all would 
have the joy of making new friends with the new pastors 
who will be coming not to take the place of Eddie and me 
but who will become for you a fresh breeze of the Spirit 
bringing with them a new view of God's great love for 
you.  So, when I think of you, as I will, it will be with joy, 
remembering the many ways you gifted me and knowing 
that you are in God's love.  God bless you all. Amen. 



Page 4 The Methodist June 2021 

 

Grace News 
Meet a Member 

Clint and Connie Hallmark drive up from White 
Bear Lake to worship with us at 
Grace! They sold their property 
up here in 2015 but are consid-
ering buying property here again 
as they plan for retirement in 
the next couple of years. Clint 
has owned “Hallmark Remodel-
ing” for 50 years. Connie is re-

tired from self-employment as a housekeeper for 
39 years. They’d like to spend winters in Arizona 
and summers in Wisconsin. . . or maybe the RV life. 

Connie is originally from White Bear Lake 
and Clint from St. Paul. They were out with friends 
when he asked her to dance with a “smart aleck 
remark.” They hit it off and have been married for 
32 years. They have five daughters, one son, and 
five grandchildren between them. They also have a 
cat named Cuddles who at eight years old is young, 
as previous cats have reached 21 and 22 years old. 
The Hallmarks enjoy frequent casino trips and 
have enjoyed travel to most of the states, Mexico 
and Jamaica in the past. Clint loves playing senior 
softball and also an adult league. He’s umping for 
adult leagues five nights a week. He volunteers 
with the Moose Lodge, St. Paul Winter Car 
nival, and the Webster Lions. Connie enjoys walk-
ing and gardening. Both love fishing. 

If you want to reach Clint or Connie you’ll 
need to use the phone or write to them, as they 
don’t have email and they don’t text message. They 
don’t have time for that! 

We’re happy you make time for trips to 
Webster. 

Siren News 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewis News (cont’d) 
We will be saying our Good-Byes to Pastor Eddie and Family and 
Pastor Tom at the Siren Church backyard on Sunday, June 27th 
from 2:00-4:00pm.  Please come and share.  We will miss them.  

We wish all of them God’s love and the best. 

 
No act of kindness, no matter how small is ever wasted! 

I want to thank the UMW for the gift of money 
for Administrative Professionals Day.  It was 
such fun to get the card in the mail—it made my 
day.                Gladys  

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

6/4  Julia Moser           6/6 Pastor Eddie & Katie 

6/5  Marian Johnson     6/9 Lyle & Aurellia Talley 

6/5  Patti Meyer           6/15 Kermit & Ruth Van Roekel 

6/9  Curt Larson          6/18 Mark & Cindy Sorensen 

6/17 Brande Davis        6/19 Bob & Penny Eckland 

6/27 June Dopkins 

6/28  Jane Wardean 

6/29  Amber Davis 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for May 

6/5 Carl & Starr Warndahl (A) 

6/6 Pastor Eddie & Katie (A) 

6/12 Brian & Enid Johnson (A) 

6/14 Craig Lenz 

615 Scott & Amy Herman (A) 

6/15 Carol Tabat 

6/16 Jonah Tinman 

6/20 Dave & Judy Mrdutt (A) 

6/22 Phil Schaetzel 

6/24 Jessie Ford 

6/24 Nancy Gill 

6/25 Josh & Ann Nelson (A) 

6/27 Kent Boyer 

Thank you for the many prayers and well wish-
es for my son, Jim Titel. His recovery has been 
a long process as he deals with the long-term 
side effects of the COVID virus.  Fortunately, 
he has been able to continue working from 
home which helps as the family adjusts to the 
"new" everyday life.                         Carol Titel 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for May 

6/6—Pastor Eddie & Katie (A) 

6/11—Jan Hunter 

6/14—Cherie & Len Fischer (A) 

6/23—Art Beckmark 

6/30—Phyllis Krajewski 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Danbury: 

Worship .................................................. 8:45AM 

Bible Study (Mon) ................................. pending 

Webster Grace: 

Bible Study (Tues) ................................. pending 

Worship ................................................ 10:30AM 

Siren 

Sunday School  ...................................... pending 

Worship ................................................ 10:15AM 

Youth Group .........................................  pending 

Bible Study (Wed)………………..    9:00AM 

Lewis  

Worship .................................................. 8:45AM 
Office hours are Tuesday thru Thursday (8:30a.m.—4:30p.m.) 

Phone:  715-866-8646/ 

dangracesirenlewis4@gmail.com (new email) 

website: umc4pt.com                                                            

Pastor Eddie Crise (715-733-0525)   

Pastor Tom Cook (715-566-0110) 

What to Save: 
 UPC codes from any Our Family product. Our church 

gets $.05 for each. 

 Pop can tabs for the Ronald McDon-

ald House 

 Unexpired box tops for education. 
Many are being submitted electroni-

cally now! 

 

IF YOU DISCOVER A TRADITIONAL UNEXPIRED BOX 
TOPS CLIP ON A PRODUCT, YOU CAN STILL CLIP IT AND 
WE'LL SEND IT TO SCHOOL. EVERY VALID BOX TOPS 
CLIP IS STILL WORTH 10¢ FOR YOUR SCHOOL. MAKE 
SURE EACH ONE YOU TURN IN HAS A CLEARLY VISIBLE 

PRODUCT ACRONYM AND EXPIRATION DATE.* 

 

What NOT to save: 
 Campbells has discontinued their "labels for education" 

program 

 We no longer collect milk lids. 

                                                                    Grace UMC 


