
This month we start our journey in Lent, a time for us to turn our hearts 
to God in an intentional way.  This time is leading us to the cross, to 
Christ’s great sacrifice for all of us.  Lent is a time when we might de-
cide to give something up or add a spiritual practice to grow in our 
relationship with God.  This year in particular I feel like I am needing to 
trust in God as the world and the United Methodist Church faces un-
certainty.  Our bishop recently reflected on the truth that Jesus sees 
the disciples through storms and sees us through any kind of storm we 
might face in life.  Bishop Jung gives us advice for how to face unfro-
zen storms in life during Lent or really any time in our lives. 

---First, let us take our eyes off the storms and turn them back to-
ward Jesus.  Let us pray.  Let us immerse our emotions, reactions, 
energies, and passions in prayer.  Let us pray with and for each 
other, not about each other.  Let us actively look for the Jesus in 

every other human being, especially those with whom we disagree. 

-Second, let us refocus on our baptism, our connection, and our 
call.  Let us give the greatest measure of our energy to doing all the 
good we can.  The elegant symmetry to doing all the good we can 
is that it leaves us no time to do harm.  There is no limit to the good 
we can do, only so long as we cease to engage in harm-producing 

behaviors. 

-Third, let us work hard for the future in which we want to live.  We 
may never become “one with Christ, one with each other, and one 
in ministry to all the world,” as our Communion liturgy calls us to 
pray, but we can continue to align our discipleship and commitment 
to the transformation of the world.  Virtually no one believes the 
world we have is the best of all possible worlds.  We know we can 
be better.  We know we can be more loving.  We know we can be 
more caring.  We know that the world will not change if everyone 
demands their own way puts their own needs above those of oth-
ers.  Wanting to be better is not enough; taking steps to continu-

ously become more Christ-like is a full-time pursuit. 

-Last, let us simply be kind – kind to ourselves, kind to each other, 
kind to the stranger, and kind to our opponents.  If we should find a 
way as The United Methodist Church, let us be kind in our differ-
ences.  If we are to separate, let us be kind in our parting.  No mat-
ter what, my beloved, beautiful Wisconsin siblings, let us be kind as 
our basic witness to the world of the love and grace of God.  We 
will face many more storms, but let us do so in the assurance that 

the Christ is with us. 

This year during Lent we are connecting God’s story and our story in 
our Lenten worships.  Worship will include scripture, dramatic readings 
reflecting on biblical figures that walked the road with Jesus, as well as 
our own faith stories.  I hope you can find a connection between God’s 
story and our journey this year during Lent. Pastor Eddie 
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Lenten Service Schedule 

All Services at 6:00PM with a 

meal following 

************** 

Wed. March 4—Lenten Service @ Lewis 

Wed. March 11—Lenten Service @ Danbury 

Wed. March 18—Lenten Service @ Grace 

Wed. March 25—Lenten Service @ Siren 

Wed. Apr. 1—Lenten Service @ Lewis 

 

 

 

 

Sun. Apr. 5-Palm Sunday Services @ all 4 churches 

Thu. Apr. 9-Holy Thursday Service @ Lewis (6:00PM) 

Thu. Apr. 9-Holy Thursday Service @ Grace (6:00PM) 

Fri. Apr. 10-Good Friday Service @ Danbury (6:00PM) 

Fri. Apr. 10-Good Friday Service @ Siren (6:00PM) 

Easter Sunday 

7:00AM-Son Rise Service @ Siren 

8:45AM-Easter Sunday Service @ Lewis 

8:45AM-Easter Sunday Service @ Danbury 

               10:15AM-Easter Sunday Service @ Siren 

               10:30AM-Easter Sunday Service @ Grace 
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Home Away 
From Home 

 
email chgs. to:graceumchurch@live.com 

 
 

Traditions of Frederic  
Assisted Living 
107 E. Oak Street 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Eunice Tollander 
 
Frederic Nursing & Rehab 
205 United Way 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Roberta Sahr 

 
Golden Horizons 
1109 Lundorff Dr. 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
*Clyde & Lillian Holmes 
 

Homebound 
 

Annie Hawkland 
c/o Julie Seubert 
815 N. Third Avenue 
Edgar, WI 54426 
 
Lois Willhard 
24357 Cranberry Marsh Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
 
Joanne Daniels 
7485 Burnikel Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
 
Gail Lane 
Golden Oaks Apts. #108 
104 3rd Ave. S. , 
Frederic, WI 54837  
 

 

Siren/UMW News 
  

We will be having our Lenten Services in March/April on every Wednes-

day at 6:00PM beginning March 4 at Lewis.  A meal will follow at every 

service.  Siren will be hosting the service on March 25th.  Please attend 

these wonderful services and take the Lenten journey.  Our UMW meet-

ing will start back in March, with a luncheon at 12:00PM on March 4th.   

Bible Study is every week on Wednesdays at 9:00AM.  All are welcome, 

please join us. 

Sunday School 
Longer days and warmer weather are on the way. We've been having lots 

of fun at Sunday school, at least I know I am, hopefully the kids are having 

fun too and we are planting a seed in them to grow. 

We've been talking about Jesus and his disciples and about being made a 

unique person but also part of the body of Christ. We are learning about 

the greatest commandment, Love God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and love your neighbor as yourself. 
 

Here are some pictures of the fun we had—talking about being unique.  
 

God Bless, 
Cherie 

Sunday School Admin 
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Danbury News 
“Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God pen-

etrate our lives and in this way to know the fun-

damental truth:  who we are, where we come 

from, where we must  go, what path we must 

take in life --Pope Benedict XVI.  THIS NEWSLET-

TER’S CALENDAR LISTS WED. EVENING LENTEN 

SERVICE LOCATIONS DURING LENT.  Danbury will 

host the Lenten Service at 6 p.m. on Wed., 3/11, at 

6 p.m.;  soup supper follows—and again on Good Fri-

day at 6 p.m.—no meal. 

UMCOR SUNDAY:  March 22, 2020:  Our Special 

Offering will be for UMCOR.  “UMCOR lives out signs of 

Christ’s extravagant grace in the world by prayerfully work-

ing with communities that are overwhelmed by natural or 

man-made disasters.  . . UMCOR is uniquely positioned to 

respond quickly after a disaster and to remain invested in 

rebuilding even after needs are no longer in the news. . . 

“ (UMCOR  helps train leaders to address infrastructure 

concerns, climate change and environmental degradation) . . 

. The special offering on UMCOR Sunday helps support the 

small but impactful UMCOR staff who are specialists in dis-

aster response and recovery. . . Because we join our 

church’s offerings with those of UM congregations 

around the world, UMCOR can respond quickly 

and efficiently with signs of extravagant grace and 

expert assistance.  Let us continue (UMCOR’S) ministry 

together.” – QUOTES are from “We Give,” find it 

online by typing  “UMCOR Sunday.” 

 
FEBRUARY KEPT US IN PRAYER as we reached 

out:  Sympathy:  Terry Nelson’s mother and our 

across-the-street neighbor, Ardyss O’Konski passed 

away unexpectedly in January.  Terry has two brothers 

and one sister.  Linda Kulbeck’s sister, Juanita, who 

lived near Chicago, passed away in February; “Nita” 

was Linda’s last living sibling.  Concern:  We tried to 

leave our thoughts, fears, hopes, about the Corona-

virus in God’s hands during the past month, with added 

prayers for Mark Bauer’s wife Zona’s family/community 

in South Korea. Mark is the Fire Chief for the town of 

Swiss volunteer department.  The couple has been at 

their Danbury home, offering online teaching to the 

children in China who normally learn English in the 

school Zona established—until it is possible for Zona 

to return to teach.  Annie Hawkland’s son and wife, Jed 

& Sun Cha,  living and working in South Korea.  Their 

city, Daegu, hard hit by the virus, was featured in U.S. 

News.  Hospitalized:  Linda & Terry Nelson,  Clyde 

Holmes (Sandstone), Linda Kulbeck’s friend, Loann, 

Linda & Larry Hoyer’s four-year-old grandson, Owen; 

Arne Enslin’s brother Marvin (Detroit Lakes, MN) :  All 

are home and recovered/recovering.  Health & 

Strength:  Pastor Tom’s special friend, Bonnie Laud-

ner (Ohio);  Marv Enslin; Kathy Swingle’s aunt Ardath 

Gatten;  Doug Erickson ; Jan Clemenson ( Siren and 

Sartell, MN); Judy & David MrDutt; Lori Bucher 

(Montgomery, MN); The United Methodist Church; 

Food & Friends; Ruby’s Pantry. 

 
UP OFF OUR KNEES AND INTO THE 

WORLD:  Food & Friends needs a coordinator—no 

dinners are scheduled for our area in 2020. Ruby’s Pan-

try has declared that March 7 will be the last food min-

istry offered at Swiss Township’s maintenance/garage 

building, Danbury.  Ruby’s Pantry covers several states 

and employs a large number of people-- the 100+ 

(monthly average number) who receive food here ($20 

each) do not cover total costs of refrigerated truck and 

drivers.  Although this closing will affect an average of 

400 family members/friends per month, the organiza-

tion has not offered to subsidize costs for serving peo-

ple who travel here from across a wide area. Thank-

you to DUMC member Linda Nelson, who coordinated 

the monthly cupboard for more than 12 years, Terry 

Nelson, Joanne Zillmer for assisting among 16 

DUMC’ers who have been faithful volunteers. 

 
Interfaith Caregivers continues to take loads of free fire-

wood to those who need it. Thanks, Jerry Heckman  

for another winter of helping the effort—the Hoyers 

have sometimes lent four hands, too. On days when we 

feel blessed to live in warmth we might consider a personal 

donation to Interfaith Caregivers—checks can be marked 

“Interfaith” and left at Church– or donations of any size 

can be sent to P.O. Box 656, Webster, WI 54893.   

 
ADMIN COUNCIL MEETING March 12 at 9 

a.m.  (Our  Women’s DUTCH) TULIP LUNCH-

EON IS WED., MARCH 25 AT The POURHOUSE 

IN SIREN—noon—everybody welcome.  BIRTHDAYS:  

Linda Hughes 3/2, Lillian Holmes 3/30. 

 
“God’s way is not easy, but God’s way is the blest 

way.” – Pastor Tom Cook. AFTER WE LEAVE THE 

CROSS ON GOOD FRIDAY, MAY EASTER MORN-

ING FIND US ON A ROAD TO BECOMING THE 

KIND OF BLESSINGS GOD INTENDS! 
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Grace/UMW News 
At worship on Sunday, March 1st we will cele-

brate the baptism of Alma Helen Tveter, infant 

daughter of Kasey and Andy.  Alma’s grandpar-

ents are Ed and Dianne Weber.  She is the great-

granddaughter of Helen Gravesen.   

 

The first UMW meeting of 2020 will be at 2:15 

on Tuesday, March 10th.  Elaine Wilson will pre-

sent the program on Prayer and Self-Denial.   All 

women are invited “to develop a creative sup-

portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in the global minis-

tries of the church.”  (Quotation from the Pur-

pose of UMW) 

 

Grace will host the evening Lenten service on 

Wednesday, March 18th.  Helpers will be needed 

to prepare and serve a light meal. 

 

Mission Moment 

Our March and April penny can contribution will go 

to Regional Hospice Services.  RHS is a non-profit, 

community-based organization committed to provid-

ing individualized, compassionate, physical, spiritual, 
and psycho-social care and support to patients and 

families.  Teams of trained professionals, along with 

volunteers, provide care in homes, care centers, and 

hospitals 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Pro-

grams are Medicare and Medicaid-certified and are 

covered under many private insurance companies.  

There is rarely any cost to families. Services are pro-

vided based on need, regardless of one’s ability to 

pay.  Hospice emphasizes quality of life, recognizing 

that each of us has the right to die pain-free and with 

dignity.  The plan of care is determined by the pa-

tient’s needs and wishes.  For more information talk 

to Regional Hospice volunteers Karen Klink or 

Gladys Beers, or call the RHS office in Spooner at 

715-635-9077. 

 

Birthdays                    Anniversaries 
3/2  Kermit VanRoekel        3/7 Randy & Karen Klink  

3/4  Cheryl Ingalls 

3/13 Keith Carlson 

3/20 Linda Peterson 

3/21 Marj Rand 

3/24 Florence Hoss 

3/27 Kevin Ingalls 

3/29 Lynn Stromberg 
 

Meet a Member 
Marian Barber Johnson grew up 
on a farm with her 8 Smith sib-
lings. She attended Grace church 
Sunday School as a child and 
graduated from Webster HS in 
1945. Marian married Clifton Bar-
ber in 1946, after his return 
from WWII, where he spent 19 

months in Stalag 17. They moved to River Falls 
so Cliff could finish his degree in Agriculture, 
then moved to Plum City where they raised 
their three children, Jan, David, and Dennis, 
who now live in TX, Duluth, and AZ. Marian has 
4 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. 
Clifton died in 1997. 
 Marian went to work for the ASCS 
(Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
Service, USDA) (now FSA) in Pepin County in 
1963 and was promoted to be one of only 8 
women CEDs in the state. She transferred to 
Washburn County in 1985 and retired in 1987. 
They owned winter property in AZ, where 
Marian did taxes for H&R Block for several 
years. She was an AARP tax aide volunteer for 
several years in Burnett Co. 
 In 2001 Marian married Don Johnson, a 
classmate and neighbor. They had good times; 
he died too soon in 2007. 
 Marian was Treasurer at Grace for 8 
years and was active in UMW. She’s been a Le-
gion Auxiliary member for 65 years. And she’s 
the Chaplain for the NARFE Chapter. She 
used to love to work outside, and fish for bass 
from her paddle boat. She shot her last deer 
at the age of 79, with the 30-30 given to her 
by Clifton’s dad. She also used her 410 for red 
squirrels. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

3pm General 

Conference 

Informational 

Session at 

Hayward UMC 

2 

1pm BS-D 

3 

10am Grace 

Administrative 

Mtg. 

 

1pm BS-G 

4 

9am-BS-S 

12pm UMW-S 

 

6pm Lenten 

Service-Lewis 

Meal following 

5 6 7 

6-9pm Lewis 

Jam 

8 (birth-S) 

 

9 

1pm BS-D 

10 

1pm BS-G 

 

2:15pm UMW 

Mtg. @ Grace 

 

6pm Finance/

Ad Council-S 

11 

9am BS-S 

6pm Lenten 

Service-

Danbury 

Meal following 

12 

9am Ad  

Council-D 

13 14 

15 

(missions @ 

Siren & Lewis) 

16 

1pm BS-D 

17 

1pm BS-G 

 

6:30pm UMM/

UMW Mtg.-L 

18 

9am BS-S 

6pm Lenten 

Service-Grace 

meal following 

19 

4:30pm Chime 

Practice-G 

20 21 

22 23 

1pm BS-D 

24 

1pm BS-G 

 

6pm All Board 

Mtg. @ Lewis 

(w/potluck) 

25 

9am BS-S 

12pm Tulip 

Luncheon @ 

Pour House-D  

 

6pm Lenten 

Service-Siren 

26 

4:30pm Chime 

Practice-G 

27 28 

3-5pm Laity 

General Conf. 

preparation @ 

Shell Lake 

UMC 

29 

3pm General 

Conference 

Informational 

Session at  

River Falls 

UMC 

30 

1pm BS-D 

31 

1pm BS-G 

April 1 

6pm Lenten 

Service-Lewis 

Meal following 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Danbury: 

Worship ................................................ 8:45 a.m. 

Bible Study (Mon) ...............................1:00 p.m. 

Webster Grace: 

Youth Bible Study ..............................  9:15 a.m. 

Bible Study (Tues) ...............................1:00 p.m. 

Worship ............................................. 10:30 a.m. 

Siren 

Sunday School  .................................. 10:15 a.m. 

Worship ............................................. 10:15 a.m. 

Bible Study (Wed)………………..   9:00 a.m. 

Lewis  

Worship ................................................ 8:45 a.m. 
 

Office hours are Tuesday thru Thursday (8:30a.m.—4:30p.m.) 

Phone:  715-866-8646/graceumchurch@live.com 

website: umc4pt.com                                                            

Pastor Eddie Crise (715-733-0525)   

Pastor Tom Cook (715-566-0110) 

Laity-General Conference Preparation 
 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 at Shell Lake United Meth-

odist Church, 3:00-5:00pm.  This gathering will be a 

time to review the General Conference proposals 

and discuss these options.   This is a discussion about 

the General Conference proposals and what the re-

sults might look like for local churches.  This discus-

sion is for laity and aimed at developing communica-

tion at the local level.  The Bishop has requested that 

each district offer these opportunities.  My hope is 

that this will be an additional event NOT a substitu-

tion for meeting with General Conference delegates. 
 

Rev. Barbara Certa-Werner,  

District Superintendant 


