
“Your own ears will hear him. Right behind 

you a voice will say, ‘This is the way you 

should go,’ whether to the right or to the 

left. “Isaiah 30:21 

 

This is an unconventional September after 

an unconventional Summer. I pray that you all are stay-

ing connected to God and one another even in a chal-

lenging new pandemic context. As a church, we are 

looking ahead at an uncertain Autumn, yet still full of 

trust in our God who has walked with us through every 

storm that we have faced. I want to thank everyone for 

wearing masks in worship. I know that it isn’t the most 

comfortable thing, but I am so grateful for all those who 

outwardly show their love of neighbor by wearing 

masks. And thank you to everyone worshiping online 

with us and bearing with us as we work with the tech-

nology. 

 

My heart goes out this month to schools, both our lo-

cal community and families who are sending their chil-

dren to college. This is the next unknown step and we 

need to continue to pray fervently. I have adapted a 

prayer for schools from theology professor Kate Bow-

ler: 

 

Oh God, come to the help of your people 

We need wisdom, and leadership, and a sound and sen-

sible path forward. 

 

God have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Spirit have mercy. 

· 

O God of limitless knowledge and power, 

blessed are your teachers, who turn to You and say: 

grant us the wisdom and guidance we need to meet this 

moment 

· 

Help them to fulfill their calling to give their best gifts, 

and foster deep learning.· 

Help them to meet every challenge with courage  

and find answers to the questions that perplex them. 

 

Blessed be the teachers, students, administrators, and 

all who work in our schools. Amen. 
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Communion Services will be held at Grace, Siren, 
and Lewis on Sunday, September 6.   
 

Also, for those who are not attending church, we 
will have Drive-In Communion: 
Wednesday September 2 
     6:00pm-7:00pm—Siren parking lot 
     7:15pm-8:15pm—Lewis parking lot 
     6:00pm-7:00pm—Danbury parking lot 
     7:15pm-8:15pm—Grace parking lot 

David & Judy Mrdutt’s 50th Wedding Anniver-

sary was celebrated on Saturday, August 22 from 

Noon to 4pm at Crooked Lake Park in Siren.  It 

was a great turnout and the food, of course, was 

wonderful.              ****** 

Dave & I would like to say Thank You to every-

one that made our anniversary celebration one 

that we will never forget.  We thank God for 

each and everyone of you that have kept us in 

your prayers whenever we needed prayers.  You 

are all definitely God’s people.  Thank you again.  

                                        Dave & Judy Mrdutt 

There will be a Blood Drive at Lewis UMC 

on Saturday, September 26 from 9:30am 

to 3:30pm.  If you feel healthy enough to 

participate please take this opportunity to 

help others in need. 
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Home Away 
From Home 

 
email chgs. to:graceumchurch@live.com 

 
 

Traditions of Frederic  
Assisted Living 
107 E. Oak Street 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Eunice Tollander 
 
Frederic Nursing & Rehab 
205 United Way 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Roberta Sahr 
**Shirley Doriott 

 
Golden Horizons 
1109 Lundorff Dr. 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
*Lillian Holmes 
 
 

Homebound 
 

Annie Hawkland 
c/o Julie Seubert 
815 N. Third Avenue 
Edgar, WI 54426 
 
Lois Willhard 
24357 Cranberry Marsh Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
 
Joanne Daniels 
7485 Burnikel Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
 
Gail Lane 
Golden Oaks Apts. #108 
104 3rd Ave. S. , 
Frederic, WI 54837  
 
 

4-Charge News 
Food Distribution 

Ruby’s Pantry Schedule 

Siren’s Schedule-715-349-7829 

Monday, Wednesday @ Friday—10:00am—2:00pm 

       Caring Hearts Thrift Shop (previously Connections) 

Webster-715-349-8155 

10:00-1:00pm (1st Thursday of the month) 

10:00-3:00 (3rd Thursday)     

(serving Burnett County Residents) 

Crescent Lake Outreach 

Webb Lake 

By apt. call Interfaith for info (715-866-4970) 

Grantsburg Food Shelf-715-491-3753 

Thursdays—9:30-11:30AM 

Tuesdays in emergency-9:30-11:30am 

Grantsburg Community Center 
 

Yellow Lake Food Distribution Update (Caring Hearts 

Thrift Shop) 

Thank you everyone that came and volunteered this month at our distribution.  It is 
greatly appreciated.  The weather was nice, we are so lucky this year to have such 
nice days to do this. 
 
We served 635 families this month, a total of 1,865 people.  Our numbers are up 
from last month, we are seeing how great the need truly is,  so we are very lucky 
to be able to offer this service to the community.   Served:  Children- 655, 

Adults- 772, Seniors-438. 

 
Next week, Thursday August 27, we will be offering a second distribution, so 
if you would like to come and volunteer we will start at 8, at the Webster Sr. High 
parking lot.  The distribution lasts until 1, or gone. 
 
PLEASE get the word out, we will be receiving enough food for 700 families again 
this month. 
 
Thank you everyone for all your hard work.  You guys are awesome!! 
 
Debbie 
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Lewis News 
Worship continues outside, weather permitting, 

spaced out and wearing masks.  It is nice to listen 

to nature along with the service.  We had 9 the 

last service, we have had up to 13 parishoners.   

 

We will be having Communion the first Sunday in 

September (Sept. 6) along with drive-in commun-

ion Wednesday, Sept. 2 from 7:15pm to 8:15pm.      

 

Below are pictures of Nicole Nelson and Sampson 

Richter’s wedding reception on August 15, 2020 at 

The Lodge at Crooked Lake.   

 

They celebrated their marriage with a larger 

group of family and friends after having a small 

wedding in June.  We wish them the very best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

9/3  Scott Nelson 

9/8  Pastor Tom 

9/17  Joann Carlson 

9/27  Kara Alden 

Anniversaries 

9/12 Bob & Marie Nelson 

9/12 Ray & Roberta Sahr 

9/26  Craig & Ruth Lenz 

Siren News 
We are so thankful to be able to worship in 

our building and to our leadership in keeping 

us all safe—face masks and safe distancing.   

On Sunday, Aug. 16, we had special recogni-

tion for our Seniors with an attendance of 41 

in church.  We have been averaging around 20

-30 people each Sunday so hopefully people 

keep coming and feel safe coming.  We will be 

having Communion on Sunday, September 6 

so please join us. 

Communion will be Sunday, September 6 at 

church and a drive in Wednesday, Sept. 2 from 

6:00pm to 7:00pm. in church parking lot. 

On Sunday, August 16th the Siren high school 
graduates were recognized and presented quilts 
from the UM women and bibles from the Church. 
We sure will miss these amazing kids (young 
adults) and wish them all the best in their future 
endeavors. 
 
Pictured with quilts and Pastor Eddie from left to 
right, Reed Ritchey, Mo Richter, Cordell Fischer 
and Grace Schultz.   
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 Danbury News 
 

“I believe there’s a place called heaven.  I believe in a place called 

Calvary.  I believe in a man whose name is Jesus.  And I be-

lieve He gave His life for me."  --Jimmy Fortune.  This testimo-

ny, beautifully put to music, was shared by Don & Sue Rasmus-

sen at Worship on August 23.  Thank-you, Friends, for giving us 

spiritual music online this summer and now from Worship at 

Grace UMC! 

ADMIN COUNCIL MET ON 8-20 via ZOOM.  Present 

were:  Chair Kathy Swingle,  Vice-Chair Larry Hoyer,  Treasurer  

Lois Mueller,  Secretary Arne Enslin, Financial Secretary Sharon 

Heckman,  Pastors Cook and Crise,  CBL Co-Chairs & SPRC 

Members Linda Hoyer & Linda Kulbeck, Worship Committee 

Rep. Barb Enslin.  A MAJOR DECISION: “That we not reopen 

for Worship before more evaluation in December.”  Consider-

ing as many factors as possible, the Council was grateful for 

Bishop Jung’s published thoughts about the advisability of not 

holding in-person Worship until the first of the year. With a 

faster increase of confirmed cases in Burnett County, we can 

still pray for a miracle that will get us back together sooner!  

Meanwhile, AA was granted permission to resume meeting at Dan-

bury UMC on Thursdays at noon. In preparation, Heckmans cleaned 

downstairs, and AA will be responsible for wiping surfaces, etc. for 

their comfort.  We who have other reasons to be in the building dur-

ing any week might want to stay on the main level.   

     It was also agreed that until the building is used more often, 

Enslins will check inside temperatures and restrooms frequently, 

and we know our Main Man Jerry Heckman will be there to 

plow/shovel in winter, too.  Admin Council thanks Chair, Kathy, 

Larry for lending  ZOOM time, and Heckmans for the special 

cleaning to provide a better space for AA.  Admin Council 

Next Meeting:  October 8 at 9 a.m. 

 

A DECISION IS A BEGINNING; Now what?  A paraphrase from 

Pastor Tom’s sermon on 8/15 may help our determination to be 

The Church we have always been:  “God asks of ordinary peo-

ple like us ‘Reach out with love and give to the people 

around you.’ ” The rest of this column will be devoted to how 

our People “keep on keeping on“ so that we do not lose our 

focus on Mission nor expressing our concern for each other. 

 

WE CONTINUE OUR OFFERINGS TO OUR 

CHURCH by sending them to Sharon Heckman.  At past 

mid-year, we’re just under 50% of 2020 projected income, but 

have been able to pay for water/sewer/electric whether or not 

we use the building.  THANKS FOR REMEMBERING YOUR 

PLEDGE/COMMITMENT!  It won’t be long before the furnace 

runs, and we do need to continue with our prescribed percent-

age of Shared Expenses for The Charge (payroll, office supplies, 

mileage, etc.)  As we pray to be reminded to support  DUMC 

and its Mission, we’re grateful to our Sisters Grace UMC for 

maintaining the offices of Pastor Eddie and Admin Assistant 

Gladys—AC, heat, electricity—and Siren UMC  for Pastor Tom’s 

office! 

WE DO OUR BEST AT HELPING GLOBAL AND LO-

CAL MISSION:  COUNCIL VOTED TO SEND $100 TO 

UMCOR;  CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES DONATED PRO-

CEEDS FROM ITS NO-BAKE SALE TO UMW, Interfaith, Com-

munity Referral Agency, Backpacks (Webster), Family Resource 

Center, Danbury Area Churches, Faith House.  CBL also took a 

set of Queen sheets/pillowcases, 2 pillows with protectors to 

F.H.  Linda Hoyer and Linda Kulbeck keep leading CBL despite 

not meeting, and although its giving is not up to average, CBL is 

determined to support Mission in a year without income from a 

Spring rummage/bake sale and a Fall bazaar. 

BUILDING/GROUNDS:  Because of Jerry’s vigilance, we 

don’t have to worry about wrack and ruin while the rest of us 

aren’t able to help keep an eye on things!  Our absence did, 

however, welcome hornets and wasps—Larry & Arne handed 

off responsibilities in that battle, and are now official Danbury 

United’s Seasonal Krusaders  (OTHERWISE known as DUSK 

because of the time of day when they can best infiltrate Killer 

Wasp territory). 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EACH OF US:  FOCUS ON 

FAITH HOUSE:  After shopping and then delivering the bed-

ding , Linda Kulbeck was told that Faith House is very low on 

household cleaning supplies.  COUNCIL  voted to urge us to 

please leave cleaning supplies in the Church entry before 

September 10—this is our only hands-on Mission project  so 

far during Safe Distancing.  May we heed the Holy Spirit’s re-

minders  to pick up a few extras for people who, thanks to the 

Salvation Army, are STILL able to find short-term housing.  

CHANGE IN OUR COMMUNITIES:  We’re not there to 

drop change in our collection cans now; WE ARE ASKED 

TO SEND OUR CONTRIBUTIONS (also to Sharon) to help 

support Backpacks for Kids this quarter.  A check or paper 

money would be less expensive to mail than actual change!  

Webster Backpack Program continues whether the (school) 

building is open or not—they find ways to reach others, as 

do we! PLEASE STAY CLOSE TO EACH OTHER BY 

PHONE, MAIL, SAFE-DISTANCE-SIGHTINGS! 

VIRTUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE WILL HOLD ITS AN-

NUAL MEETING OCTOBER 27, FROM GRACE UMC—

logistics to be figured out after assessing risks closer to 

meeting time! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE For:  ALL ASPECTS OF COVID-

19 -- end to wildfires in CA, CO, and other areas of our 

country during their dry seasons, firefighters and all victims-

-Jan Clemenson, who will begin another course of chemo 

treatments in Sartell in Fall (with gratitude for a summer off at 

home in Siren)--a renewed commitment to ALL people to 

not let up on protecting our health and the health of 

others to the best of our God-given ability! 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSAREIES:  

Bruce Tromberg 9/7; Tom Cook 9/8; Bonnie Holter 

9/12; Joanne Zillmer 9/22; Kathi & Charlie Kramer 9/27. 

This Reporter apologizes for giving the wrong title to John R. Lewis in 

last month’s quote. Mr. Lewis was a long-standing member of the 

U.S. House of Representatives! 

“Advice from a Pumpkin:  Be well-rounded; get plenty of 

sunshine; give thanks for life’s bounty; have a thick skin; 

keep growing; be outstanding in your field; think big.” -- 

unknown 

Communion will be provided by drive in, Wednesday, 

Sept. 2 from 6:00pm-7:00pm in church parking lot. 
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Grace News 
Meet a Friend 
Jerry and Sharon Heckman are 
members of the Danbury 
Church, but we’re happy they’ve 
been attending Grace while Dan-
bury isn’t holding in person ser-
vices! 
 

The Heckmans were high school sweet-
hearts in Crete, Nebraska and were married at the 
United Methodist Church there in 1963. Then it 
was off to Newport, RI where Jerry was in the 
Navy for four years. He learned electronics so 
they chose Minneapolis to look for a job since he 
didn’t want to go back to NE and farm. He held 
lots of jobs, from Control Data to Seagate Tech-
nology. He also did plumbing and had his own busi-
ness when he moved up here in 1999. Sharon was a 
Senior Administrative Technician for Seagate 
Tech. She quit her job in 2003 to join Jerry full 
time and worked in the office at Grace for the 
Danbury-Grace charge, retiring when we became a 
four-point charge. 

 
The Heckmans lived in New Trier, MN and 

their two sons attended Hastings High School. 
Terry now lives in Boyceville, WI and Rodney in St. 
Paul. They have 3 grandchildren and 3 great grand-
children. 

 
Sharon enjoys staying at home. Jerry helps 

at Interfaith with cutting wood, moving furniture, 
and delivering meals. Grace has benefitted from 
his plumbing and maintenance skills through the 
years, too. They’ve enjoyed winter travel to Mexi-
co and the Caribbean, a cruise to Alaska, and visits 
to family in Nebraska and Wyoming. 

******************************* 
Birthdays 
9/8  Pastor Tom 
9/15 Mitzi Alden 
9/17 David Boatman 
9/20 Rebecca Ellenson 
9/21 Steve Cherne 
9/23 Delores Lien 
9/24 Gene Dopkins 
9/29 Lois Hansen 
9/30 Connie Hallmark 
 

Anniversaries 
9/13 Chris & Peggy Ingles 
9/14 Rick & Vickie Lewis 
9/15 Mike & Janice Heier 
9/16 Phil & Lynn Stromberg 
9/23 Keith & Jan Carlson 

 

A sincere thank you to the people who have been 

greeters, ushers, readers, & worship leaders these 

past weeks. The numbers are small but they have 

"stepped up to the plate" each & every Sunday. 

Thanks also to Dianne Weber for video taping every 

Sunday & for Brande Davis being there when needed. 
Church is not the same, not that we expect it to be 

during this pandemic, but it still feels good to sit in 

the sanctuary and join in worship. No, we can't sing, 

we wear masks, and we social distance but we can 

still be there. I hope more of you will join us includ-

ing our Danbury friends. 

For those of you at home I hope you are able to 

watch on Facebook or the web site, or listen on the 

phone or get hard copies. When you do feel com-

fortable going out, please join us.  We do miss you! 

  Dianne Gravesen,  Worship committee member 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO: 

 Rick Lewis for keeping the lawn mowed and trimmed 

and also cleaning up the sidewalk. 

 Gary & Betty Speer for cleaning up the outside walls 

of the church and cleaning up the sidewalk. 

 Thanks also to Elaine Wilson for bringing beautiful 

flowers each Sunday.  
 
 

Communion will be Sunday, September 6 at 

church and a drive in Wednesday, Sept. 2 from 

7:15pm to 8:15pm. in church parking lot. 

Mission Moment 

A reminder to get monetary donations 
for Salvation Army to the church by the 
end of August.  The $10,000 normally 
collected through July bell-ringing will 
not be coming in this year.  The collec-
tion box for items for Faith House will re-
main in the fellowship hall through Sep-
tember. 

The Community Referral Agency (CRA) is 
our penny can mission focus for Septem-
ber and October.  The CRA’s purpose is 
“to eliminate domestic and sexual vio-
lence and its negative effects in our com-
munity by providing shelter and services 
that promote peace, justice, and safety.”  
Free, confidential services are offered to 
male and female survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Danbury: 

Worship ................................. 8:45 a.m. pending 

Bible Study (Mon) ................................. pending 

Webster Grace: 

Youth Bible Study ................................  pending 

Bible Study (Tues) ................................. pending 

Worship .............................................. 10:30 a.m. 

Siren 

Sunday School  ...................................... pending 

Worship .............................................. 10:15 a.m.  

Bible Study (Wed)………………..   pending 

Lewis  

Worship ................................................ 8:45 a.m. 
Office hours are Tuesday thru Thursday (8:30a.m.—4:30p.m.) 

Phone:  715-866-8646/graceumchurch@live.com 

website: umc4pt.com                                                            

Pastor Eddie Crise (715-733-0525)   

Pastor Tom Cook (715-566-0110) 


