
 

     Earlier this year you have likely seen 

news about a proposed separation plan that 

will come to the International General Con-

ference in May.  In this month’s newsletter I 

want to re-publish my “blue sheet” that 

went out in the bulletins for those who 

haven’t been able to be in worship.  I also want to answer 

additional questions that have come up. 

 

What would happen in this plan? 

If this plan is approved, by 2022 the United Methodist Church 

will be smaller, as some churches will choose to leave and 

form a new denomination in the Methodist family.  Those 

churches may organize through the Wesleyan Covenant As-

sociation (WCA) and will keep their property and assets.  

The WCA will receive $25 million from United Methodism 

to organize.  There would be $2 million set aside if other 

groups want to form a new expression of Methodism.  Addi-

tionally, $39 million would be set aside for racial and ethnic 

ministries and Africa University. 

 

Several regions of the new, post-separation United Methodist 

Church would be expected to remove anti-LGBTQ language 

from church law and the structure would remain similar, just 

smaller.  The new denomination led by the Wesleyan Cove-

nant Association would keep restrictions and create their 

own church laws.  

Why is this happening? 

For over forty years there has been conflict in the UMC over 

homosexuality.  This is an effort to say that the time has 

come to move forward in different directions. It would mean 

a split that will send each side down a road that shows grace 

through separation.   

What is the hope being set forth? 

The hope is that no matter what someone’s theological con-

viction may be, that they can serve and live out their calling 

without fear of punishment or compromise. 

What’s next? 

This plan needs to be put into formal legislation so that it can 

be voted on at the General Conference in Minneapolis in 

May.  It will be voted on by elected representatives, both pas-

tors and lay people, from around the world.  At that General 

Conference there is the potential for the process of forming 

a new denomination to begin. 

             

The Methodist   
February 2020 

   Danbury Grace Siren Lewis UMC 

4-Charge/Community 1-2 

Grace News 3 

Siren News 4 

Lewis News 4 

Danbury News 5 

Calendar\Bible Crossword Puzzle 6-7 

 

What does it mean for local churches? 

The Annual Conference (in our case Wisconsin) 

will have until July 2021 to vote to stay in the UMC 

or affiliate with a new denomination.  If a local 

church does not vote, they will follow the same de-

cision as the Annual Conference. If they want to go 

a different direction from the Annual Conference 

they will have to vote by 2024. 

What do we have to do now? 

For now all that our churches need to do is pray 

and keep communicating with one another.  While 

this plan may be adopted, amended, or a new way 

forward chosen by this May there is no need to 

vote on anything at the moment.  Let’s continue to 

be used as disciples that reach out in the world be-

cause God loves us first. 

Please keep praying! 

Please pray for God’s guidance in this challenging 

moment in the life of the United Methodist Church. 

Be reflective and talk with each other.  I will strive 

to be the best listener I can be in this transition. 

 

If you would like to talk more with myself or Pastor 

Tom, please reach out.   

 

In Peace, Pastor Eddie 
 

 

Wednesday 

February 26 
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Home Away 
From Home 

email chgs. to:graceumchurch@live.com 
 

Traditions of Frederic  
Assisted Living 
107 E. Oak Street 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Eunice Tollander 
 
Frederic Nursing & Rehab 
205 United Way 
Frederic, WI 54837 
**Roberta Sahr 
 

 

Continuing Care Center 
Burnett Medical Center 
257 W. St. George Ave. 
Grantsburg, WI 54840 
**LaVonne Brethorst 
 
Golden Horizons 
1109 Lundorff Dr. 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
*Clyde & Lillian Holmes 

Homebound 
Annie Hawkland 
c/o Julie Seubert 
815 N. Third Avenue 
Edgar, WI 54426 
 
Lois Willhard 
24357 Cranberry Marsh Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
 

Joanne Daniels 
7485 Burnikel Rd. 
Siren, WI 54872 
 
 

Gail Lane 
Golden Oaks Apts. #108 
104 3rd Ave. S. , 
Frederic, WI 54837  

 

Food Distribution 
 

Ruby’s Pantry Schedule 
 

Siren’s Schedule-715-349-7829 

Monday, Wednesday @ Friday—10:00am—2:00pm 
 

       Danbury’s Schedule 

First Saturday of the month —10:00—11:30am 

Danbury Fire Hall, Danbury-715-349-7829 

A $20 cash donation at door appreciated 

Bring 2 large totes or boxes for groceries 
 

 

Caring Hearts Thrift Shop (previously Connections) 

Webster-715-349-8155 

10:00-1:00pm (1st Thursday of the month) 

10:00-3:00 (3rd Thursday)     

(serving Burnett County Residents) 
 
 

Crescent Lake Outreach 

Webb Lake 

By apt. call Interfaith for info (715-866-4970) 
 

 

Grantsburg Food Shelf-715-491-3753 

Thursdays—9:30-11:30AM 

Tuesdays in emergency-9:30-11:30am 

Grantsburg Community Center 

 

Caring Hearts Thrift Shop Update 
Thank you to everyone that helped out this snowy December Wednesday and 
Freezing Cold Thursday, it is as always greatly appreciated.  
 
Even with the cold, our numbers remain real close every month. 
 
590 Families, 1,629 Total People served, 16,053 
total Pounds. 
 
Until next month, thank you again. Stay warm. 
 
Debbie 
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Grace/UMW News 

Meet a Member 

Gene and June Dopkins are 
happy to be in their new home 
in town. No stairs! And so 
convenient. 
Gene grew up near River Falls. 
His parents raised and 
trained horses. Gene rode his 

horse to school in the early grades. The horse was 
getting home later and later until Gene’s dad 
found out that an older man was feeding her when 
she passed his place! Gene’s claim to fame is being 
pictured with his horse on the cover of Farmers 
magazine in 1936. He had one brother who is 17 
years younger. 

June was one of 12 children in the Wick-
lund Family in Webster. Life was hard. Of the 9 
girls and 3 boys just Millie, Delores and June are 
left.  

Gene worked for Wisconsin Bell for 35 
years, living around the state. When he retired 
they found their place on Yellow Lake in 1982. He 
and Lois, who died of Alzheimer’s, had a son and 
daughter and they have two grandchildren. 

June worked at North States, and Doerr 
Electric for 17 years until they closed, and 13.5 
years in home health with Indianhead CAA. She 
has been very active with the American Legion 
Auxiliary. She and her first husband had three 
sons and they have 9 grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren so far. 

June and Gene were married on Valentine’s 
Day in 2009. Prior to health issues they did a lot 
of traveling, had a motor home, and enjoyed group 
camping. Gene reads a lot and they enjoy WHS 
basketball games. 

 

Grace UMW/Church News 

Fifteen (15) people attended the UMW Christmas dinner 

on December 10th, enjoying a great meal and sharing 

much laughter as white elephant gifts were revealed.  At-

tendees donated monies for next year’s Christmas For 

Kids.  Elaine reported that she had delivered a large load 

of baby and children’s clothes and stuffed animals to the 

Family Resource Center in Siren.   

Thanks to the effort of all the organizers, bakers, work-

ers, and customers the Cookie Walk netted $1,743.50.   

The first UMW meeting of 2020 will be at 2:15 on Tues-

day, March 10th.  Elaine Wilson will present the program 

on Prayer and Self-Denial.  All women of the church are 

invited to join in the fellowship and learning each month 

March-December.   

Thank you to those who are helping to clean and refur-

bish the nursery so that it can function better as a multi-

purpose area.  The monthly foot clinic is held in this 

space.  In January the ad council voted to install diaper 

changing tables in each of the restrooms off the fellowship 

hall. 
 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
2/4   Katie Crise 

2/11 Brad Peterson 

2/12 Connie Bushey 

2/19 Susan Tollander 

2/28 Brad Alden 

 

Anniversaries 
2/12 Gary & Betty Speer 

2/14 Lowell & Janet Ingalls 

2/14 Gene & June Dopkins 

2/27 Carl Heidel & Pam Berg 

 

Mission Moment 

The penny can mission for January and February is 

Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity. Habitat’s mission is 

to bring people together to build strength, stability, 

and self-reliance through shelter.  Safe, decent housing 

provides the opportunity for people to know stability 

and increase possibilities for educational and job pro-

spects.  Please consider digging deeply in your pockets 

for change in order to support this cause in a meaning-

ful way.  Checks should be written to Grace UMC with 

Habitat for Humanity on the memo line.   

Sunday, February 2nd is food shelf Sunday.  Any checks 

should be written to ICAA.  Dollars can be stretched 

when purchasing is done by the food shelf through Sec-

ond Harvest.  

Easter and Christmas 2019 offerings, earmarked for 

UMCOR, totaled $1410.  This donation will be used to 

help others in our country and the world when disas-

ter strikes. 

Proceeds ($2000) from Grace’s 2019 root beer float 

stand and ice cream social allowed Grace to make end-

of-year donations to local missions: Interfaith Caregiv-

ers, Webster Backpack Program, Yellow Lake Food 

Distribution, the Community Help Fund, and Faith’s 

Lodge. 

                                                     Karen Klink 
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Siren News 
Siren’s parking lot will be plowed by David Weier, 715-

566-3564.  He charges $35-$45 each time.  It will mostly 

be on the lighter side of the charges unless we get a foot 

or more.  He will plow for Sunday service and on special 

occasions. 

 

Carol Titel will remain the Treasurer for the UMW.   

+++++++++++ 
 
It is February and already we are on the last few 
months of Sunday School before summer. Wow! how 
time flies when you're having fun. 
  
The kids did a wonderful job at the Christmas pro-
gram in December. We also had the families of the 
kids participate in the program which was a blessing 
given the number and age of our Sunday school. The 
kids played the roles of the animals and other family 
members played Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, Wise 
Men, and we were even lucky enough to have our 
newest baby of the church play baby Jesus. Here are 
some fun pictures from the program.  
 
God Bless 
Cherie Fischer 
Sunday School Admin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lewis News 
We hope everyone had happy and safe holidays.   We 

have decided to hold the UMW/UMM every other 

month.  We will be meeting in February on the 19th 

at 6:30pm.  Mission Sunday is the third Sunday of 

each month and February’s mission is Frederic Hos-

pice. 

 

Calendar 

Friday, February 14—Valentine’s Day 

Wednesday, February 19—6:30pm– UMW/UMM 

Tuesday, Feb. 25—6:00pm-All Board Meeting with 

potluck (meeting Tuesday instead of Wednesday be-

cause of Ash Wednesday) 

Wednesday, Feb. 26—Ash Wednesday 
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Danbury News 
“My wish for you is that you continue to be who 

you are, to astonish a mean world with your acts 

of kindness.” - - Maya Angelo 

WELCOME TO THE 20’s !  Not the 20’s we 

stepped into after our teenage years, and we don’t 

have the energy to dance all the way through a sec-

ond “Roaring 20’s” (some days are more like a grind).  

Yet, one tiny move of the big-hand plopped the begin-

ning of a new decade into our laps. It’s good that God 

didn’t give us the whole year yet--just one second at a 

time, because little things do mean a lot (think of how 

adding just two letters to the word “decade” turns it 

into the word “decadent.”)  If every grownup--with 

God’s help--were to take the opportunity to do one 

good little thing each day, the next ten years could be 
remembered as a Decade of Blessings.  Go for it! 

     DUMC THANKS CAROL TITEL OF SIREN UMC 

who has served as our Charge Treasurer from day 

one!  You deserve a change, Carol, and we pray for a 

speedy recovery from eye surgeries!  For our new 

Treasurer, Randy Klink, we wish many happy years of 

handling bills, paychecks, spread sheets, reporting. 

     YOU CAN’T GET TO FEBRUARY without pass-

ing through December and January--they were big 

months:   Our Church Basement Ladies on Decem-

ber 3; Charge Conference December 7; Salvation Ar-

my Bell-ringing December 9; we hosted Lesson’s & 

Carols at our Church on December 15 and Dinner 

and “Christmas ” Worship on December 18.  We 

also dedicated our Faith Promises and Special Offer-

ing  for Peace & Justice.  Thank-you, God, for walking 

us through all of it!  THANK-YOU: Barb Certa-Werner 

for chairing the Charge Conference (meeting) and Grace 

UMC for hosting; Bell Ringers (for a collective 8 hours): 

Rasmussen, Hughes, Holter, Kulbeck, Hoyers, Enslins (the 

total given for Burnett County was $39,740, just $260 

short of the hoped-for amount); Danbury Area Churches 

for sponsoring the Service of Lessons & Carols attended 

by about 40 people with an offering for Interfaith Caregiv-

ers; for our Faith Promises, written and unwritten; All who 

provided food—both spiritual and home-cooked--for  

Christmas at DUMC, which includes the Siren UMC Youth 

Group’s Living Video! and Bruce Tromberg’s gift of an ap-

ple for everyone; Chime Choir graced our Worship on 

12/22; The Rev. Arne Enslin led Worship at Danbury and 

Grace Churches on January 5. 
     WE WEREN’T ALL THAT EXCITED about the 

weather-related cancellation of Worship and Bible 

Study, but we’ve made it through one calendar month 

of the Winter Season at Church largely because Jerry 

Heckman plows, shovels, and salts, long before we get to 

the parking lot.  

     ADMIN COUNCIL MET ON JANUARY 9, with 

Treasurer Lois Mueller reporting that we’re financial-

ly stable. The Council set March 12 as its next meet-
ing date with “Mission giving” as a top priority.  This is 

a good time to give thanks for Lois’s bookkeeping/bill-

paying, and for Kathy Swingle’s patience as Admin Council 

Chair, to Sharon Heckman our Financial Secretary (Arne 

for helping her count offerings). If it all sounds business-

like, it is, and it’s necessary!  It should also be noted 

that as approved by Council, Larry Hoyer moved 

from Chair of Trustees to Vice-Chair of Admin 

Council—thanks, Larry, for serving as a trustee, and to 

our current Trustees Jerry Heckman, Doug Erickson, and 

Dave Hughes. Our 2020 Special Offerings will go to 

UMCOR, Gold Cross, Peace with Justice, and one 

other-to-be-designated (by Council vote) when a spe-

cial need becomes apparent.  CHANGE CANS in 

2020 will be collected on a quarterly basis for Harbor 

House, Christmas for Kids, Webster Backpack Pro-

gram, and Interfaith Caregivers.  

    MISSION BY CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES:  At 

its 12/3 meeting, the group assigned donations to Lar-

son Family Library, Webster Backpack Program, In-

terfaith Caregivers, Family Resource Center, Com-

munity Referral Agency, Faith House.  Earlier designa-

tions went to District UMW Missions, Project Patri-

cia and Danbury Area Churches for a 2019 total mis-

sion outreach of $2250.   

     IN THIS DECADE’S SECOND MONTH, we send 

Love and Sympathy to Grace UMC at the passing of a 

beloved Matriarch, Helen Gravesen, 99.  LOOKING 

AHEAD to Lent, the Joint Worship Committee meets on 

January 30, our women have the (noon) Dutch Tulip 

Luncheon March 25 at The Pourhouse in Siren. 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE included those hospi-

talized:  Linda Nelson and Clyde Holmes; with ongo-

ing prayers for Jan Clemenson, Lori Bucher, Kathy 

Swingle, Ardath Gatten, others named during Wor-

ship and on our Prayer Chain.   

     FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS:  Katie Crise 2/4, Char-

lie Kramer 2/25, with Belated Wishes to Doug Erickson 

1/13, and Doug & Marlene 1/16. 

     JANITORS: Heckmans in March (Enslins in Janu-

ary). 

 “Step out of the Circle of Time and into the Cir-

cle of Love.”  HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

9am-2pm 

IMPACT, Shell 

Lake UMC 

6-9pm Lewis 

Gospel Jam 

2 3 

1pm BS-D 

4 

10am Grace 

Administrative 

Mtg. 

1pm BS-G 

5 

9am BS-S 

5pm Siren 

Trustees 

6 

4:30pm Chime 

Practice-G 

7 8 

9 

(birthdays @ 

Siren) 

10 

1pm BS-D 

11 

1pm BS-G 

6pm Finance/

Ad Council-S 

12 

9am BS-S 

13 

4:30pm Chime 

Practice-G 

14 15 

16 

(missions @ 

Siren & Lewis) 

17 

1pm BS-D 

18 

1pm BS-G 

 

19 

9am BS-S 

6:30 UMW/

UMM Mtg.-L 

20 

4:30pm Chime 

Practice-G 

21 22 

23 24 

1pm BS-D 

25 

1pm BS-G 

 

6:00pm All 

Church Bd.-L 

26 

9am BS-S 

 

27 

4:30pm Chime 

Practice-G 

28 29 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Danbury: 

Worship ................................................ 8:45 a.m. 

Bible Study (Mon) ...............................1:00 p.m. 

Webster Grace: 

Youth Bible Study ..............................  9:15 a.m. 

Bible Study (Tues) ...............................1:00 p.m. 

Worship ............................................. 10:30 a.m. 

Siren 

Sunday School  .................................. 10:15 a.m. 

Worship ............................................. 10:15 a.m. 

Bible Study (Wed)………………..   9:00 a.m. 

Lewis  

Worship ................................................ 8:45 a.m. 
 

Office hours are Tuesday thru Thursday (8:30a.m.—4:30p.m.) 

Phone:  715-866-8646/graceumchurch@live.com 

website: umc4pt.com                                                            

Pastor Eddie Crise (715-733-0525)   

Pastor Tom Cook (715-566-0110) 


